
 
 
Governor Schwarzenegger has signed five of Assemblymember Wilmer 
Amina Carter's  bill into law in 2009. The legislation positively impacts 
consumer protection, education, public safety and social justice. 

AB 485 (2009) - JOBS PROTECTION The Civil Air Patrol Employment Protection Act  provides 
employment leave provisions for volunteer members of the California Wing of the Civil Air Patrol 
when performing authorized emergency operational missions.   

BACKGROUND: The Civil Air Patrol Employment Protection Act  provides employment 
leave provisions for volunteer members of the California Wing of the Civil Air Patrol when 
performing authorized emergency operational missions. The protection applies only  when 
members are called up for an emergency by the U.S. Air Force, the California Emergency 
Management Agency or any subdivision of the state with the authority to declare an 
emergency. 
 

AB 1116 (2009) - CONSUMER PROTECTION - THE DONDA WEST LAW requires physicians and 
surgeons -- including people licensed by the state who are holding permits to perform elective facial 
cosmetic surgery to complete a physical examination and medical history on their patients -- prior to 
performing the elective cosmetic surgery on that patient. The measure comes as a result of a 62nd 
District contest, "It Ought to Be a Law."  A constituent submitted the idea in memory of Donda West; 
thus it is named The Donda West Law. 

 

AB 561 (2009) - PUBLIC SAFETY protects local street and road workers, who put their lives on the 
line to build our transportation infrastructure. They are increasingly subject to road rage and assault 
by motorists. AB 561 protects these workers, including volunteers, from abuse by making it an 
offense punishable by a fine and/or jail time. This bill was sponsored by the San Bernardino Public 
Employees Association. 

BACKGROUND:   Local street and road workers put their lives on the line every day to 
construct and maintain the infrastructure for local streets and roads; in many cases working 
in close proximity to fast moving traffic.  With increasing regularity, these workers report 
becoming victims of assault and battery by motorists ranging from verbal abuse to having 
objects thrown at them or, actually being struck by a vehicle.  Currently,  state Department of 
Transportation highway workers and or a contractor of the agency are protected against 
abuse, by a law making it an offense punishable by a fine not exceeding two thousand 
dollars ($2,000), and/or by imprisonment in a county jail not exceeding one year.  Under AB 
561, the definition of highway workers will expand to include employees of a city, county, or 
city and county, and includes specified activities related to local roads or streets.  
Additionally, this measure covers volunteers who could also be subject to road rage. These 



volunteers typically pick up trash under the "Adopt-A-Highway/Road" projects. This bill was 
sponsored by the San Bernardino Public Employees Association.  

 

AB 174 (2009) EDUCATION gives the opportunity for county committees to have more local control 
(approval authority) over unification and school district reorganization issues that are non-controversial.  

AB 412 – SOCIAL JUSTICE  Will provide a deterrent in California, to the public hanging a noose in a 
threatening manner. This bill  will enhance existing hate crimes statutes. 
 

RESOLUTION 

ACR 24 (2009) -  RESOLUTION: designates the Fifth Street Bridge over Interstate 215 in San 
Bernardino as the John Knabenbauer Fifth Street Bridge. John Knabenbauer, a dedicated 
maintenance employee of the California Department of Transportation (Caltrans), succumbed to 
injuries he suffered on November 28, 2007, when he was struck by a passing vehicle while working 
on Interstate 215, near the Fifth Street off-ramp, in San Bernardino.    

 

For more detailed information on Assembly Member Carter’s legislation, please visit her 
website at www.assembly.ca.gov/carter  

California State Assembly Member Carter represents the 62nd District which includes Colton, Rialto, 
Muscoy, Bloomington and parts of San Bernardino and Fontana. 
 
 


